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fawn at his refuge in one of the vineyards.
Hearing a bleating, he thought the fawn had
been cornered. A gnarly old stag was also in
the vineyard, having jumped the fence to
munch grapes. As it turned out, the stag had
chased the dogs, had hung one of them up
over a fence corner, and the fawn escaped in
fine shape.

A Fragile Situation

“There will have to be a conscience,” Al
says, “and a conscious effort if we are going to
have any of the indigenous species left. They
are the last holdouts of real living with
nature. They were here a long time before we

were, and have a right in my opinion.”

As the mountains have been opened up for
development and recreation, the attitude has
been let the animals live up a mountain
somewhere else, but now houses are there.
The animals are crowded into remaining
micropockets and seen straying on roads.

Although resource conservation is doing a
good job of preserving nearly extinct plants
and trees, he says wildlife is in the most fragile
situation. Plechner would like to see legisia-
tion to give a tax break to people holdinglarge
acreages which could be utilized as refuge for
wildlife. There are agencies like the Conser-
vancy, Sierra Club, and Wildlife Alliance
which can help with conservation and enhan-
cing habitats. The Conservation District has
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much information as well as literature for
people interested in identifying and fostering
indigenous species.

When people see a sick or mjured wild
animal, it is best to call an amimal shelter or
Fish and Game. They will pick up the animal
which may be brought to Dr. Plechner for
treatment like the doe was. Soon he hopes to
complete a treatment “barn” at the refuge,
which should not be thought of as a petting
Z00.
“Ifthat doe gets frightened,” he says, “once
she’s released to recover in a confined area—
boy, that’s it.”

He s getting his second wind on the project
after the delay and expense of the coastal
conflict. That conflict of interest highlighted
the question, why save wildlife? His answer
has to do with values.

“We live in a ME society of plastic values.
People.can’t see past their noses for wanting
more and more items. What is the value of a
beautiful hummingbird or a bird of prey?—
my favorite... Wild animals are the last beings
on earth not redesigned by Man. Some of the
things we strive for are destructive. What
legacy do we want to leave our children, what
quality of life’—to be president of a multi-
national corporation?

“There has to be more consciousness ot
how we do ourselves in. Nothing wrong with
making a buck, but there’s an ethical way—
conservation, putting back into the envi-
ronment better than we take out.” H
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